TOWARDS AN ARCHITECTURE OF GOODNESS AR. SHIRISH BERI
IAB Golden Jubilee, Dhaka  24™ June ‘22

Good evening, dear friends from Bangladesh. It’s really a pleasure to be with
you all. I must thank Ar. Qazi Arif and his team for inviting me today, to share
some of my concerns, learnings and my adventures in life and architecture.

This is not going to be a typical presentation of my projects shown one after
the other, but of how my attitudes and concerns in life have shaped my
designs and how they in turn affect the users. It has been impossible for me to
separate the two from each other — my life journey and my work. | have always
tried to address my concerns in life through my work and life itself.

My major concern is the deteriorating state of our society today — its rampant
commercialization, commodification, the increased hypocrisy, corruption, ,
manipulation, dishonesty, the intolerance, violence, exploitation of nature and
people and soon ...

SLIDES

... the list is very long that breeds anger, anxiety, insecurity, depression,
jealousy, greed, inequity, pollution and ill health in us.

PAUSE

In this scenario, architecture too seems to blindly follow and express these
present commercial, consumptive trends in the form of garish, gimmicky,
unsustainable and superficial architecture.

As Jiddu Krishnamuti said “ It is no measure of health to be well adjusted to a
profoundly sick society.” But we still see most people, desperately attempting
to live with the Joneses, and falling for and into some of the earlier mentioned
negativities.

We seem to be living in a society that is suffering from the fatty degeneration
of its conscience, where our single minded pursuit of money is impoverishing
our mind, shrivelling our imagination and desiccating our heart.

Don’t you think that in such a scenario, we need an architecture of goodness for
a better life in a better and healthier society ?
Now what do we mean by goodness ?



In Mark Twain’s words “Goodness is the only language that the deaf can hear
and the blind can see.” It is also said that there will always be fearless goodness
and beauty in one’s actions when there is love and righteousness in the heart.
And as Ray Baker says, “Goodness is uneventful. It does not flash, it glows”.

But we seem to wrongly confuse a good life with the number of goods we have.

SLIDE

what can constitute this architecture of goodness ?
how can goodness be translated in the architectural language ?
can our architecture be a transformative agent of change ?

PAUSE

We have become extremely anthropocentric [with man as the centre of the
universe] in this ‘me’ and ‘mine’ culture. Can we free ourselves from this prison
of misconception of ‘me’ by widening our circle of compassion to embrace this
entire existence ?

SLIDES

wouldn’t goodness mean that feeling of oneness with this wonderful nature,
with the entire universe ...

.. that feeling of empathy ?

so, wouldn’t an architecture that take us closer to this wholeness of nature be an
“architecture of goodness”?

SLIDES OF NADHAVADE, DEVGAD ENTRY, ANDUR, SAPRE, GANDHI, MALUSHTE,
N.C.C.S., LACONES, WATERFALLS, PETS, ANIMALS,
STORY OF CEPT & GAGAN BAVADA

PAUSE

We have also become profoundly disconnected. Our relationship to things,
gadgets and the virtual has overtaken our real world ties. The modern devices
and gadgets cannot replace real peace and happiness, just as a child's toys
cannot be substitutes for human affection. More than cities that are ‘smart’, we
need cities that have a ‘heart’.

SLIDES



wouldn’t an architecture that brings us closer to other people in inclusive, open,
interactive spaces bring about that equity and goodness in our lives ?

SLIDES OF MUKTANGAN, LACONES, SDM IMD, GANDHI, ANDUR, MALUSHTE,
SANJEEVAN, SDM HOSPITAL,

PAUSE

What we see around us is this tremendous inequity, injustice and lack of
concern.

That attitude of oneness and empathy which we discussed earlier will very
naturally generate this compassion, sharing with a sense of equity and justice. |
remember a beautiful quote ...“If you are more fortunate than others, build a
longer dining table, not a taller security fence.”

SLIDES

then, can spaces created with compassion, sharing and justice foster that
goodhness in our lives

SLIDES OF VIRANGULA, SOME DEVRAI, GARJAN,

PAUSE

When our man-centric, exploitative, dominating attitude dissolves, a caring
concern for all living / non living species will happen, spontaneously leading to
very eco friendly and sustainable designs (not necessarily with any green
ratings), that are naturally very simple, consuming minimal resources and
energy.

A simple life without greed and clutter could resonate with goodness.
According to Leonardo da Vinci, “Simplicity is the ultimate sophistication.”

‘This simplicity that | talk about is not a goal, but one arrives at simplicity in spite
of oneself... as one approaches the real meaning of things in life.’

SLIDES

wouldn’t a simple, gentle sustainable and caring architecture, that puts us in

touch with the primeval forces of life be termed as an architecture of goodness
?

SLIDES OF LAYA etc. TILL SUDAN PIGEON TOWERS



PAUSE

Since my graduation, | have always had such spaces for silent pauses of
introspection where | experienced what Rumi had said —“ Yesterday, | was clever
and wanted to change the world. Today, | am wise and | want to change myself.”
These pauses breed respect and tolerance for the other person’s space. And this
respect and tolerance is goodness too.

SLIDES

can that much needed pause and silence in our lives speak of goodness ? ...
... of our bonding with a unified holistic space ?

SLIDES OF ANDUR, DEVGAD, AADHAR, SKYLIGHTS,

PAUSE

We see that our society is giving too much, undue importance to the tangible
measurable factors only by neglecting the intangible, immeasurable dimensions
in our lives. To me, these intangible attitudes and values are of utmost
importance as they decide the happenings in the tangible world.

| have journeyed and spoken in so many countries, but as of now, the longest
journey that | have undertaken is that from my head to my heart, ... where our
head is the symbol of the measurable, logical and our heart is the symbol of the
immeasurable and mystical. Maybe, that is why, some say that truly good
architecture is many a times generated by ‘lively, irrational logic’.

SLIDES

shouldn’t goodness emanate from the harmonious, dynamic balance between
the measurable and the immeasurable in our lives and in our architecture?

SOME MISC. SLIDES + MOTHER- CHILD

PAUSE

Even Louis Kahn had said that ‘a great building must begin with the
immeasurable, must go through the measurable means when it is being
designed or built and in the end must be immeasurable’.

Such architecture can happen only as a result of a unified, holistic attitude to life
that embodies compassion, simplicity, empathy and caring concern for all



living/nonliving species on mother earth.
For this to happen, a major shift in our present attitudes and values is necessary.

SLIDES
Can we work towards shifting our priorities and emphasis ...

.. from a selfish anthropocentric attitude to an integral universe centric one ?
.. from greed to need

.. from the exclusive to the inclusive

.. from saleability to sanctity ?

.. from glossy wrappings to inner content

.. from vulgar clutter to serene simplicity ?

| now realize the full meaning of what Samuel Mockbee said ...
“As architects, our goodness is more important than our greatness and our
compassion more eventful than our passion.” SLIDE OF TEXT

Our architecture of goodness need not be designed to create iconic, grand,
exhibitionist, sculptural forms that attract the eye, but to create more humane,
socially relevant, more natural and sustainable spaces that nurture the human
spirit.

Knowledge has become another possession and therefore it has also become the object of

greed. Wisdom, on the contrary cannot be a possession. It cannot be traded, regulated or
registered. It cannot be owned by any individual, because it lives in a territory that is not solely
human, it is shared with the gods. Wisdom is not what we know about the world, it is what the world
discloses for us. If knowledge can live in greed, wisdom can only live in gratitude. If knowledge
belongs to thought, wisdom belongs to the soul. If knowledge creates silos and divisions, wisdom
integrates. If knowledge is knowing about it, wisdom is being it....Wisdom has a sense of timing and
relevance that is mostly hidden to knowledge. Knowledge may deny meaning, wisdom is inseparable
from it. Knowledge lives in the mental domain, wisdom also lives in soul and spirit.

Julio Ollala



