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What is historicity today, was modernity a hundred years back and what is modernity —
today will be historicity after hundred years from now. Though the changing, superficial
architectural styles and expressions would always be evident, one also perceives at a deeper
level, certain universal, unchanging characteristics.

In history, the architectural expression during the same time and in the same region would
more or less be similar, whereas today, one sees a variety of architectural expressions
simultaneously in the same region. Why?

The designs of historical buildings in a certain area and time have been generated by the
same, strong contexts of local climate, local materials, nature, technology and the local
socio cultural aspirations. Modern buildings today seem to respond mainly to the fickle, all
powerful commercial context of saleability — with very little response to climate, local
materials, nature and socio cultural values. Thus their architectural characters are varying
and disjointed. The overall urban space too lacks that sense of belonging, cohesiveness and
unity that was very much evident in the historic settlements.

In spite of all these, superficial changes in the society and in the architectural expressions,
man has not changed — certain perennial, cherished values of goodness will always be the
same.

Can our architecture transcend these formal notions of historicity and modernity and
address mankind’s perennial aspirations and values? Can we work towards an architecture
of goodness ? Whatever the contextual expression, can our architecture help in connecting
us with nature and the overall unity of life? Can it contribute to bringing us closer to our
fellow humans and can our spaces even help in taking us closer to our own selves?

The presentation will site visual examples of historic and modern architecture to illustrate
the above.



